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Picture Books



Bluebird
by Lindsey Yankey
Simply Read Books
$17.95

"Whimsical illustrations using various materials of 
collage, pencil, ink, linoleum block, and paint that play 
with dimension abound. Each spread could be a stand-
alone, but the beauty is in how each one enhances the 
others in a dreamy compilation brought together by 
bluebird's story. A deep richness is emphasized in each 
illustration and a diversity they collectively create. 
Bluebird is a delightful story with luminous art which will 
send imaginations soaring." - Sturdy of Common Things



Firefly July
by Paul B. Janeczko; Melissa Sweet (Illus.)
Candlewick
$16.99

“This collection of short poems for children takes your 
child's imagination on a journey through the seasons. 
The brevity of the poems is enhanced with bold and 
surrealistic scenes by illustrator Sweet and together they 
introduce children to masterful poets like Langston 
Hughes, Ted Kooser, William Carlos Williams, and Emily 
Dickinson. Firefly July reminds us that poetry and visual 
art are not mutually exclusive and may even inspire your 
children to create some art of their own.”
—Julie Oliver, Odyssey Bookshop, South Hadley, MA



Sparky
by Jenny Offill; Chris Appelhans (Illus.)
Schwartz & Wade
$16.99

“What happens when you want a pet and Mom says 
no to all the obvious options? You do some research 
and order a sloth online, of course. Sparky definitely 
isn't your usual pet. Tricks are a bit beyond him. He 
sleeps through most games and is really only good 
at playing statue. Still the bond between child and 
pet is there, and while his owner wishes he were a 
little more lively, Sparky is loved and accepted for 
what he is.” —Janice Hunsche, Kaleidosaurus 
Books, Fishers, IN



Lost for Words
by Natalie Russell
Peachtree Publishers
$16.95

“Russell’s (Brown Rabbit in the City) story stars a tapir 
whose tubby form, demure snout, and pinprick eyes 
offer a winsome addition to the traditional picture book 
menagerie. The artist uses the matte, screen print 
images of her previous books to depict a verdant 
landscape scattered with domed white buildings and 
herds of animals on the horizon.” -- Publisher’s 
Weekly



Penguin in Peril
by Helen Hancocks
Candlewick
$16.99

“Hancocks’s artwork is first cousin to Maira Kalman’s, 
a series of cheerful gouaches in which grown-up 
metropolitan civilization is depicted with childlike 
charm. Cheeky humor crowds the pages; in the 
restaurant, the penguin joins a procession of formally 
dressed waiters into the dining room, holding the 
skeleton of the fish he’s just downed like a trophy.” -- 
Publisher’s Weekly



The Adventures of Beekle: The 
Unimaginary Friend
by Dan Santat
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
$17.00

“On an island far away, an imaginary friend waits to be 
chosen by a child. Tired of waiting, he takes matters into 
his own hands and journeys to the real world, where life 
is not as he expected. Santat's signature illustrations 
enhance this tale of friendship, both real and imaginary.”
—Cathy Berner, Blue Willow Bookshop, Houston, TX





Beginning Chapter Books



Space Taxi: Archie Takes Flight
by Wendy Mass; Michael Brawer; Elise 
Gravel (Illustrator)
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
$14.99

“The emphasis is on out-of-this-world fun, but Mass and 
Brawer give the Morningstar family a warm, jokey 
closeness, while also including scientific information 
(about gravity, wormholes, and exoplanets) that 
complements the action.” -- Publisher’s Weekly



Scribbles and Ink: Out of the Box
by Ethan Long
Blue Apple Books
$12.99

“The real star here is the box, which, whether plain or 
decorated or ripped or transformed, stands out as a 
rivetingly realistic photograph in a world that—except for 
Scribbles’ pencils and Ink’s brush—is otherwise entirely 
drawn and painted.” - Kirkus Reviews



Life of Ty: Non-Random Acts of Kindness
by Lauren Myracle; Jed Henry (Illustrator)
Dutton Juvenile
$12.99

“Skillfully blending comedy and poignancy, Myracle 
begins the Life of Ty series (a spinoff of her Winnie 
Years books), which spotlights Winnie’s seven-year-old 
brother, Ty, as he grapples with growing pains and 
change.” - Publisher’s Weekly



Greatest Star on Earth
by Kate Klise; M. Sarah Klise (Illustrator)
Algonquin Books
$15.95

“Entertaining… Illustrations, complete with speech 
bubbles, are seamlessly interwoven with the text to 
capture the action and misadventures. There’s even a 
rousing song…  Absurd situations, winning characters 
and plenty of heartfelt moments and laughs combine to 
make this a surefire hit.”
— Kirkus Reviews





Non-Fiction



The Scraps Book: Notes from a Colorful Life
by Lois Ehlert
Beach Lane Books
$17.99

“It’s an inviting inside look at Ehlert’s extensive backlist 
and how the books were made, with nearly every page 
making it clear to readers that this kind of creation is well 
within their reach.” -- Publisher’s Weekly



The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and 
Sounds of Kandinsky's Abstract Art
by Barb Rosenstock, Mary GrandPre (Illus.) 
Knopf Books for Young Readers
$17.99

“Wasily Kandinsky is considered one of the first abstract 
painters of the 20th century. Before he achieved fame as 
a painter, Kandinsky was a boy who loved to paint the 
colors he heard in his head. Although he loved to paint, 
he followed a career into law, but the sounds of the colors 
never left. Kandinsky left the law and followed his dream 
as a painter and eventually joined the Bauhaus and 
formed the Blue Rider group of painters. Rosenstock's 
language and GrandPre's illustrations bring Kandinsky's 
story to life with gorgeous sweeps of words and colors.”
—Jannis Mindel, Boswell Book Company, Milwaukee, WI



Some Bugs
by Angela DiTerlizzi, Brendan Wenzel (Illus.) 
Beach Lane Books

“Everyone loves bugs, even little ones who aren't quite old 
enough for those big, encyclopedia-style bug books. This 
illustrated rhyming picture book is perfect for those little 
bug-lovers. The watercolor collage illustrations are bright 
and vibrant, and the text is simple and clear. A perfect 
springtime pick!” —Erin Barker, Hooray for Books!, 
Alexandria, VA



President Taft is Stuck in the Bath
by Mac Barnett; Chris Van Dusen(Illustrator)
Candlewick
$16.99

“Van Dusen depicts the mustached, apoplectic president 
scrunched with knees to chest; in gouache caricatures, he 
emphasizes Taft's ample flesh and visualizes the staffers' 
dubious solutions (such as greasing the tub with fresh-
churned butter or blowing it "into smithereens").” —
Publisher’s Weekly



On a Beam of Light
by Jennifer Berne; Vladimir Radunsky 
(Illustrator)
Chronicle Books
$17.99

“The book moves briskly through Einstein's quiet, 
inquisitive childhood (a magnetic compass helped trigger 
his interest in the "mysteries in the world--hidden and 
silent, unknown and unseen") to his accomplishments as 
an adult. Radunsky's loose, hulking ink caricatures 
capture the gleam in Einstein's eye at every age..”
—Publisher’s Weekly



Grandfather Gandhi
by Arun Gandhi; Bethany Hegedus; Evan 
Turk (Illustrator)
Atheneum Books for Young Readers
$17.99

“Turk’s illustrations are stylized, strikingly patterned, and 
rendered in contrasting purples and golds, blues and 
creams, blacks and whites, highlighting the tension 
between anger and peace. Dynamic visuals and 
storytelling create a rousing family story that speaks to a 
broad audience” — Publisher’s Weekly



Boundaries: How the Mason-Dixon Line 
Settled a Family Feud and Divided a Nation 
by Sally M. Walker
Candlewick
$24.99

“Walker reveals a fascinating and complicated history of 
exploration, family feuds, persecution, ideological 
conflicts, scientific experimentation and advancement, 
and the forging of a national identity. ... A thoughtful, 
insightful, challenging and extensively researched 
chronicle of United States history and the shaping of 
national identity from a unique perspective.”  —Kirkus 



He Has Shot the President 
by Don Brown 
Roaring Book
$17.99

“Brown’s shadowy pencil-and-watercolor images 
mitigate some of the horror of events that included 
multiple shootings, stabbings, and the eventual hanging 
of four involved with the assassination plot. Even so, a 
sense of the nation’s loss reverberates through this 
harrowing recounting.” - Publisher’s Weekly





Middle Readers



By the Grace of Todd
by Louise Galveston
Razorbill
$16.99

“Galveston . . . delights in the icky habits of the 
Toddlians (“dead skin cell and toe jam sandwiches” are 
a delicacy), yet her portrayal of the brutalities of middle 
school feels as real as the things Todd learns about 
friends, popularity, and being true to oneself.” –
Publishers Weekly



Snicker of Magic
by Natalie Lloyd
Scholastic Press
$16.99

“This book begs to be read aloud just for the joy of 
Lloyd's way with words. Felicity Pickle is a collector of 
words but she can't seem to get them out of her mouth 
unscrambled. She wants a home, but her mother has a 
bad case of wanderlust. Felicity is hoping that there is a 
'snicker of magic' left in Midnight Gulch to make her 
mother want to stay put.”
—Diane Morse, Saturn Booksellers, Gaylord, MI



Mark of the Dragonfly
by Jaleigh Johnson
Delacorte Books for Young Readers
$16.99

“With a setting drawn from an industrial revolution still in 
birthing pains, Johnson's narrative is marked by 
colloquial language and blends societal decay with a 
sense of burgeoning technological innovation. Piper and 
her new ally, the enigmatic Gee, exhibit maturity and 
resourcefulness at every turn in a page-turner that defies 
easy categorization and ought to have broad appeal.” - 
Publisher’s Weekly



Ghost of Tupelo Landing
by Sheila Turnage
Kathy Dawson Books
$16.99

“In this sequel to Newbery Honor Book Three Times 
Lucky, rising sixth-graders Mo LeBeau and her best 
friend, Dale, are back in action with a new mystery to 
solve for the Desperado Detective Agency. When the 
old, decrepit inn in Tupelo Landing goes up for sale and 
Miss Lana accidentally buys it in an auction, the unread 
fine print indicates a ghost is in residence. As Mo and 
Dale set out to find out just who this ghost is, they 
captivate readers once again in a new adventure.”
—Hannah Johnson-Breimeier, Boswell Book Company, 
Milwaukee, WI



Under the Egg
by Laura Marx Fitzgerald
Dial
$16.99

“Theo is smart and resourceful, and debut author 
Fitzgerald creates a plausible backstory for the teen’s 
uncanny ability to spot “the difference between a Manet 
and a Monet.” While the resolution falls into place too 
easily, the search for answers forces Theo out of her 
shell and into the wonderfully quirky community around 
her. Fans of From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler will find this another delightful lesson in art 
history.” -- Publisher’s Weekly



Wanderville
by Wendy McClure
Razorbill
$16.99

“Author/editor McClure celebrates bravery, ingenuity, 
and the bonds of family and friendship in this old-
fashioned story of children fending for themselves, 
building a community, and eluding the adults who seek 
them. Close calls maintain suspense… readers should 
enjoy vicariously participating in the children's 
independence and will appreciate their hard-earned 
triumphs.” - Pubisher’s Weekly





Other Items of Interest
● Stephan Pastis - April 5th @ 5 p.m.
● Project Kid Crafternoon - April 12 @ 3 p.m.
● Next Who Is? voting
● Ernest & Celestine screening - April 25 @ 7:30 p.m.
● Wendelin Van Draanen and Mark Huntley Parson - 

May 8 @ 4:30
● 3-5th grade book group - 2nd Saturday @ 10 a.m.


